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7 Sunday School and Choir resume
   
   Welcome Back Pool Party at 
   the Douglas Home  after church

 

14 Concert of Remembrance, 
     Grace Church, Nyack 5:00 p.m

21 Congregational Meeting 11:00 a.m.

28 Potluck Lunch for Ray after church

September 2008
Events for this Month

WELCOME BACK POOL WELCOME BACK POOL 

PARTYPARTY

Sunday September 7 
after Church

a t
Marjorie Douglas’s
275 Kings Highway 

Orangeburg

Bring your swimsuit and a 
salad or dessert

Sign-up sheets are in the 
Parish House

Hot dogs, hamburgers & 
beverages will be provided 

by Parish Life

Potluck Lunch For Ray

On September 28, following 
worship, there will be a potluck 
lunch for Ray Celebrating Our 
Time Together. Everyone is 
welcome—your presence,  but 
not your presents (no gifts at 
Ray’s request). See you there.

Summer Mission Activities 
Update

The Mission Committee had two 
successful summer fundraising 
activities. The first one was to raise 
funds for Youth for Seniors, the 
organization that Howie Friedman 
runs in Harlem. Each summer we ask 
the congregation to open their 
hearts and wallets so that Howie can 
take as many underprivileged kids 
from Harlem as he can to various 
summer events that they otherwise 
would not be able to enjoy. This 
summer included trips to baseball 
games, museums and the zoo and was 
greatly aided by our contribution of 
$620, which Howie almost always 
gets matched by corporate 
sponsorship. The second mission 
activity was for People to People’s 
Back to School with Dignity 
Program, where we collected school 
supplies for needy kids in Rockland 
County. People to People’s 
executive director Diane Serratore (a 
former  member) came to a Minute 
for Mission to talk about the 
importance of helping children come 
to school prepared with the tools 
they need to succeed. We shopped 
and gathered over three weeks time, 
and hauled over several bulging bags 
of new supplies; from notebooks, 
pens, and dividers, to calculators, 
scissors, rulers, and backpacks. 
Many, many thanks to everyone 
who gave so generously to the 
children this summer.

R E F L E C T I O N S

Telos…

Among its different meanings, the 
Greek word telos refers to the time 
when a goal or conclusion is reached. 
The sense being holistic rather than 
quantifiable, touching upon the 
spiritual dimension of a journey, 
arriving at a destination, and 
knowing that a new or different 
direction awaits.

I find comfort in the broad scope of 
such a concept, especially in this last 
Reflections as your interim minister. 
When we entered upon this journey 
in October 2005, we began a time of 
sacred community that I regularly 
refer to as a “love fest”! Initiated 
out of the courage and conviction of 
the heart of Palisades Presbyterian 
Church, you called an openly gay 
man to serve, not because he was 
gay, but because you had long ago 
embraced God’s radical love and 
hospitality to include all. It was 
more than talk or words in a mission 
statement. You meant it! That in 
mind, you chose the person you 
believed would best serve the 
congregation during the interim 
time. You practiced stewardship and 
welcoming in a way that I have 
come to know as typical for 
Palisades Presbyterian Church.

I have been blessed to be at the 
intersection of such a time in the life 
of this congregation and its many 
friends. As I reflect on the last 36 
months, it is clear to me that we 
have always been in worship, 
whether in the sanctuary on Sundays, 
caring for one another, active in 
committees, or serving in the many 
avenues of outreach we engage in 
and support. This is a worshipful 
community we share, seeking God 
and God’s will in the company of 
one other and the stranger among us: 
from the sacraments of Baptism and 
Communion, to the celebrations of 
youth, and  the  times  of  transition. 

Every moment reflects the deep and 
abiding joy and peace promised by 
Jesus—even when it escapes our view. 
There is abundance in God’s love and 
it fills all of you to overflowing. 

I believe that every congregation is a 
gift of God, ready-made to be shared. 
Palisades Presbyterian Church 
embodies the grace and gift of God, 
wonderfully blessed with a loving 
energy that can only be called 
“gospel.” You are the Good News! 
And, from this time together, I have 
learned more about what that means 
from you than I ever thought possible. 
Thank you for this mitzvah that has 
graciously changed my life.

And so, in this time of telos, our 
servanthood to God continues—as we 
move apart. It is clear that God has 
been smiling upon us! As I smile back 
at God and all of you, please know that 
I will miss you, from a place well 
beyond telos or any other time.

With love, gratitude, and always in my 
prayers,

RayRay
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TreasurerÕs Report Through 
August 15, 2008

All the current bills are paid through 
8/15/08, and the checking account 
balance on 8/15/08 was $60.617.39

We have investments of 
$85,667.63, and our total assets are 
$146,285.22 with $24,594.27 in 
restricted funds leaving $121,690.95 
in unrestricted funds.

Although our 2008 income 
continues to exceed expenses, due in 
large part to lower than expected 
pastoral costs, we continue to fall 
behind each month in expected 
revenues in almost all budgeted line 
items, but especially in pledged 
income. We are currently 
approximately $5,000.00 behind our 
expected goal for this date.

Our property and liability insurance 
premiums have increased from 
$6,594.12 to $8,193.96 per year, an 
increase of $1,599.84. Our broker is 
seeking quotes from other 
companies and is confident that a 
better rate will be available.

Concert of Remembrance at 
Grace Church

The seventh annual Concert of 
Remembrance, 9/11 will be held at 
Grace Episcopal Church, 130 First 
Avenue, Nyack, NY on Sunday, 
September 14 at 5:00 p.m. The 
concert is given in memory of all of 
the victims and heroes of the attacks 
against our country on September 
11, 2001.  There is no charge for 
admission and the public is warmly 
invited.

Future Events

2008 Harvest Festival on Saturday, 
October 18 from 10 a.m. till 6 p.m. 
Lunch will be served and there will be 
a silent auction of goods and 
services, goodies for sale, pumpkins 
and  pumpkin carving, face-painting 
and arts and crafts. Lots of fun and 
activities for the whole family!

New E-mail Address for the 
Church

We've changed our general E-mail 
address to ppc10964@gmail.com. For 
the time being messages sent to the old 
address will be forwarded to the new 
address.

Christian Education

Sunday School classes resume on 
Sunday, September 7. If you would 
like to help teach Sunday School or 
give a children’s message during the 
service please contact Bill Menke at 
845-304-5381.

Pastor Nominating Committee 
Update

The Session has called a 
congregational meeting for September 
21, pending the Committee on 
Ministry’s final review and approval 
of the Pastor Nominating 
Committee’s nominee and proposed 
terms of call. The congregational 
meeting will follow our regular 
morning worship service where the 
nominee will preach a “candidating 
sermon.” At the meeting, the PNC will 
report on their work and present the 
nominee to the congregation. Active 
members will then vote by ballot on 
the nominee and terms of call. You 
will receive more information on the 
nominee and the process by mail after 
COM completes their review and we 
move closer to the date of the 
congregational meeting.

Join In

There are many ways to  participate 
in the life of our   Church—from the 
choir, to teaching our children, to 
becoming a lay reader and many 
other areas in between. Please think 
about getting involved; everyone is 
welcome. Check out the 
announcements section of our 
Sunday bulletin for an idea of 
committees and the members who 
chair them. Feel free to ask 
questions about the work and the 
mission of each of these groups and 
how you might be a part of their 
ministry. We need you!

Committee Chair Persons
Anna Diehl, Communications; Adult 
Education, 845-359-3032
Fred Griffing, Operations, 845-353-
0619
Bill Menke, Christian Education  and 
Personnel, 845-304-5381
Eric Moser, Stewardship, 845-365-
3669
Robert Rasmussen, Building & 
Grounds, 845-359-5188
Michael Shapiro, Parish Life, 845-
359-5660
Stephen Van Dyk, Memorials; 
Nominating; Worship and the Arts, 
201-854-7340
Sue Webb, Mission, 845-353-1836. 

Help!

We can really use your help. There are 
many light jobs around our church that 
help us to keep things clean and in 
order. If you have a little time now 
and then and are interested in helping 
out, please see Fred Griffing. We’ll 
work together to find ways to help you 
contribute. There is much to be done.


